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Gender and Politics 
(AY 2016-17) 

 

Lea Sgier 

Department of Political Science 

Central European University 

 

MA Programme (elective course) 

Fall semester 2016-17 (4 credits) 

Class meetings : Wednesday 5:20-7pm and Friday 3:30-5:10pm 

 

Office hours FT902: tba 

please sign up on my office door or by e-mail  

 

Phone: +36 1 327 3073  

E-mail: SgierL@ceu.edu 

 

 

Course description 

This course aims to introduce the students to selected issues of the "Gender and politics" 

literature that has evolved considerably over the last 20 years and now permeates all sub-

fields of political science, from political theory to comparative politics, public policy, political 

economy and international relations. The course is structured into two main parts: in the first 

part we aim to understand the importance of gender as a key structuring dimension of power 

relations across time and space. We start out by reading some key authors of modern liberal 

political thought, before looking into how gender is constructed today socially, institutionally 

(through institutional rules and framework, policies, political agendas, and through the 

definition of core concepts) and academically (through the ways in which gender issues are 

(not) incorporated into research agendas and curricula).  

Based on this first part, the students develop their own ideas about a topic that they would like 

to explore in more detail (by mid-semester). 

The second part of the course is then devoted, on the one hand, to the progressive elaboration 

of these small projects (in small groups), on the basis of the available literature and 

documentation (or, if feasible, some small-scale collection of original data). On the other 

hand, we will continue our overview of gender and politics issues with some additional 

common readings and possibly one or two guest lectures.  

These group projects will be synthesised in the form of a (loosely structured) final paper that 

will account for the gained knowledge as much as for the reflections developed in the process 

of doing the projects. The projects will also be presented orally to the other students towards 

the end of the semester.  

The course leaves ample space for the participants to explore their own topics and contexts of 

interest. It aims to raise awareness for the importance of gender as a central dimension of 

politics, and encourages critical debates over how societies and political systems deal with the 

gendered aspects of politics, and how we, as social scientists, should best approach them. 

Throughout the course we will keep an eye on how gender intersects with other dimensions 

such as ethnicity, religion, age or (dis)ability, to create complex webs of inequality.  

 

Course format 

The class meetings will take various forms: lectures, discussions, exercises (on the basis of 

materials prepared ahead of class), group work.    

Some sessions are partly or mostly devoted to group work.  
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Course requirements and assessment  

The assessment will be based on the following:  

 

Active participation and small assignments (20%).  
Assignments will be set from week to week (sometimes from session to session) during the 

first 9 weeks of the semester, generally in connection with (or in extension of) the required 

reading(s). They will require some reflection (short comments on the required readings) or a 

bit of practical work (collection of relevant information or illustrations). They should be 

handed in in printed format at the very beginning of each class and be uploaded to e-learning. 

A total of 10 such assignments will be set. Each student has to hand in 8 of them. These 

assignments are graded on a pass/fail basis only. Failed assignments have to revised until they 

are of sufficient quality to pass.  

 

Individual written essays (30%) 

Of the small assignments mentioned under the previous point, two should be developed 

further in the form of short, well structured written essays (2 pages/800 words each max.). 

These are formally graded (on the full CEU grading scale). They are due by Friday 18th 

November in printed form and upload to e-learning.  

 

Group project (50%) 

In groups of 2-4 students, the participants will elaborate a small research on a topic of their 

choice within the field of gender and politics and present it in the form of (a) a written 

document, (b) an oral presentation for the other participants. To facilitate the elaboration of 

this project, several class sessions will be devoted partly or entirely to group work, especially 

in the second half of the semester.   

The written paper does not need to be a fully structured research paper, but will consist of 

various components (such as reading notes, empirical elements, reflexive components) that 

can first be elaborated by the students individually and will then be put together and processed 

during the group work sessions. Only some components need to be elaborated in common: 

those can mostly be discussed during the sessions devoted to group work.  

Some coordination among the group member outside class hours will be necessary, but the 

students are not expected to be available for a lot group work outside class.  

The oral presentations will take place in the last few sessions of the course (exact schedule to 

be decided later).  

The grade for this group work will be usually be the same for all group members. However, if 

it should turn out that a group member contributed significantly more, or less, than the others, 

his/her grade might be different. The instructor will monitor the group work as far as 

necessary to ensure that everyone is participating equitably.   

 

Deadline for submission of short essays and final paper: Thursday 8th December 12pm (to be 

confirmed) 

 

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the semester, the participants will have acquired an awareness of the relevance 

of gender issues in politics and political science, and in particular: 

 a capacity to identify gender-relevant issues in various contexts and to reflect upon them 

critically; 

 theoretical and practical knowledge on selected themes in the field of gender and politics;  

 practical research skills (documentary research in particular); 

They will also have acquired some group-work competencies.   
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Audience 

This course is primarily for MA students in Political Science and Gender Studies, but students 

from other Departments are welcome too.  

Academic honesty 

CEU rules of academic honesty and active participation apply.  

Late submission, word limits and poor writing policy 

Occasional and reasonable late submissions of assignments are not sanctioned. Recurrent late 

submissions (of any of the requested tasks) result in a reduction of the final grade of up to 7 

points (on a 0-100 scale), i.e. one full CEU grade point (from B+ to B for example).  

Word limitations are generally indicative; reasonable violations of word limits are not 

sanctioned. Unreasonable recurrent violations of word limits will be discussed with the 

student and may result in a penalty on the final grade. 

 

Poor writing in the short weekly assignments will be signalled to the students in question, but 

is not sanctioned. Poor writing in the two individual essays due in November and in the final 

collective paper due in December may entail a penalty of up to 5 points on the final grade. 

Students having issues with writing are advised to consult with the Academic Writing Centre.  

 

Use of electronic devices 

The use of mobile phones during class is not allowed. All mobile phones are to be turned off/ 

put to silence and stored away for the whole duration of the class. 

The use of laptops is allowed only during the class sessions devoted to group work and for 

tasks directly related to the group work.  

 

Reference books 

The following books might be useful to students who wish to get an overview of the field of 

gender and politics research.  
 

Davis, Kathy; Evans, Mary and Lorber, Judith (eds) (2011). The SAGE Handbook of Gender and Women's 

Studies. London: Sage.  

Hesse-Biber, Sharlene (ed.) (2012). Handbook of Feminist Research: Theory and Practice. London: Sage. 

Krook, Mona Lena and Childs, Sarah (2010). Women, Gender and Politics: A Reader.  Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  

Krook, Mona Lena and Mackay, Fiona (eds) (2011). Gender, Politics and Institutions. Towards a Feminist 

Institutionalism. Houndmills: Palgrave.  

Waylen, Georgina et al. (eds). The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
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Dates for diaries 

When What How Evaluation 

Friday 4 Nov., 

00:00am (midnight) 

Proposals for group 

work (1-2p)  

Upload to e-learning For 

approval/discussion 

(no grade) 

Friday 18 Nov, 

12:00pm (noon) 

2 individual essays (2 

pages/800 words 

each). 

Upload to e-learning 

and in print 

(beginning of the 

class or folder in the 

Polsci secretariat) 

CEU grading scale 

A, A-, etc.  

Thursday 8 Dec., 

12:00pm (noon) 

Final group paper Upload to e-learning 

and in print (folder at 

Polsci secretariat) 

CEU grading scale 

Beginning of the 

Wed or Fr class 

Short assignments; 

8 assignments during 

week 1-9.  

Upload to e-learning 

and in print 

Pass/fail 

24h before the final 

oral presentation 

Power point 

presentation 

By email  For short feedback 

(no grade) 
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Course Outline 
Provisional – some adjustments may be made in the course of the semester 

 

Part I 

 

Week 1 

Wed 21 Sept. 

Introduction to the course  
 

No required reading.  
 

 

Additional reading 

Beckwith, Karen (2005). "A Common Language of Gender?". Politics&Gender 1(1: 128-137).  

 

 

Friday 23 Sept. 

Modern democracy between inclusion an exclusion : introduction 

 

Required reading: 

(1) Taylor, Charles. "The Dynamics of Democratic Exclusion." Journal of 

Democracy 9.4 (1998): 143-156. Project MUSE. Web. 12 Aug. 2016. 

<https://muse.jhu.edu/>. 

 
Additional reading:  

Isin, Engin (2002). Being Political. Genealogies of Citizenship. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  

 

 

Week 2 

Wed 28 Sept. 

Modern democracy between inclusion an exclusion: political thought (1) 

 

Required reading: 

(2) Rousseau, Jean-Jacques (1762). Emile, or on Education,  book V (extracts) (org: 

Emile, ou de l'éducation).  

 

 

Fr 30 Sept. 

Modern democracy between inclusion an exclusion : political thought (2) 

 

Required reading: 

(3) Mills, John Stuart (1999[1869]). "The Subjection of Women". Hazleton: 

Pennsylvania State University e-document  (ch. 1-3, pp. 1-1-45)  

http://www.isispirit.ch/sites/default/files/Mill_SubjectionOfWomen.pdf (originally 

published in : Mills, J.S., On Liberty and Other Essays, 1869).  

 
Additional reading:  

Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex. New York: Vintage Books, 1989. (English translation of Le deuxième 

sexe. Paris: Gallimard, 1949) 

 

 

 

http://www.isispirit.ch/sites/default/files/Mill_SubjectionOfWomen.pdf


6 

 

Week 3 

Wed 5 Oct. 

Modern democracy between inclusion an exclusion : political thought (3) 

 

Required readings: 

(4) Pateman, Carol (1989). "Feminism and Democracy", in Pateman, Carol, The 

Disorder of Women. Stanford: Stanford University Press.  

 
Additional readings:  

Coole, Diana (1993). Women in Political Theory. From Ancient Misogyny to Contemporary Feminism. New 

York: Harvester Wheatssheaf.  

Oakin, Susan Moller (1992). Women in Western Political Thought. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

Pateman, Carol (1988). The Sexual Contract. Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press.   

Vogel, Lise (1983). Marxism and the Oppression of Women. Toward a Unitary Theory. New Brunswick NJ: 

Rutgers University (extracts).  

Wollstonecraft, Mary (1792). "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman". 

http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/wollstonecraft1792.pdf 

 

 

Fr 7 Oct. 

Modern democracy between inclusion an exclusion : gendering citizenship 

 

Required reading: 

(5) Lister, Ruth (2007). "Inclusive Citizenship: Realizing the Potential". Citizenship 

Studies, 11(1): 49-61, DOI: 10.1080/13621020601099856.  

 

Week 4 

 

Wed 12 Oct. 

The social construction of gender (1) 

 

Required reading: 

(6) Connell, R. W., "Making gendered people", in Ferree, Myra Marx, Lorber, Judith 

and Hess, Beth B. (eds). Revisioning Gender. Thousand Oaks: Sage, pp.449-471.  

 

Fr  14. Oct. 

The social construction of gender (2) 

 

Required reading: 

(7) Butler, Judith (1988). "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in 

Phenomenology and Feminist Theory". Theatre Journal 40(4) (Dec., 1988), pp. 

519-531 

 
Suggested reading: 

Schilt, Kristin and Westbrook, Laurel (2009). "Doing Gender, Doing Heteronormativity. 'Gender Normals', 

Transgender People, and the Social Maintenance of Heterosexuality". Gender and Society 23(4). 440-

464.  

 

 

 

 

Week 5 
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Wed 19 Oct. 

 

The institutional construction of gender (1) : policies and legal regulations.  

 

Required reading: 

 

(8) Verloo, Mieke et al. (2005). "Framing the Organisation of Intimacy as a Policy 

Problem Across Europe". The Greek Review of Social Research 117, B', pp. 19-47.  

(9) Westbrook, Laurel and Schilt, Kristin (2014). "Doing Gender, Determining 

Gender: Transgender People, Gender Panics, and the Maintenance of the 

Sex/Gender/Sexuality System". Gender & Society 1 (Feb.2014): 32-57. 

 
Additional readings: 

http://ejournals.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/ekke/issue/view/555 (other articles in the same special issues of the 

Greek Review of Social Research).  

Bacchi, Carol (1999). Women, Policy and Politics: the construction of policy problems. London: Sage.  

Daly Mary (2011). "What Adult Worker Model? A Critical Look at Recent Social Policy Reform in Europe from 

a Gender and Family Perspective". Social Politics 18 (1): 1-23 

Krook, Mona Lena and Mackay, Fiona (eds) (2011). Gender, Politics and Institutions. Towards a Feminist 

Institutionalism. Houndmills: Palgrave.  

Verloo, Mieke and Lombardo, Emanuela (2007). “Contested Gender Equality and Policy Variety in Europe: 

Introducing a Critical Frame Analysis Approach”, in Verloo, Mieke (ed.), Multiple Meanings of Gender 

Equality. A Critical Frame Analysis of Gender Policies in Europe. Budapes/New Yorkt: CPS 

Books/CEU Press, pp. 21-49.  

 

Fr 21 Oct. 

Institutional constructions of gender (2): the organisation of (gender based) violence  

 

Required reading: 

(10) Blanchard, Eric M. (2003). "Gender, International Relations, and the 

Development of Feminist Security Theory". Signs 28(4), 1289-1312.  

 
Additional readings: 

WHO (2001). World Report on  Violence and Health. Geneva: WHO. (on-line). 

Brown, Jennifer M. and Walklate, Sandra (2011). Handbook of Sexual Violence. New York: Routledge.  

Krizsan Andrea ed. (2015) Mobilizing for Change. Women’s Movements in Central and Eastern European 

Domestic Violence Policy Struggles. Budapest: CPS Books  

 

 

Week 6 

 

Wed 26 Oct 

The institutional organisation of power (1): institutional politics 

 

Required readings 

 

(11) Krook, Mona Lena and Norris, Pippa (2014). "Beyond Quotas: Strategies to 

Promote Gender Equality in Elected Office". Political Studies 61(1): 2-20 

 

Additional readings: 

Celis, Karen, Krook, Mona Lena and Meier, Petra (2011). "The Rise of Gender Quota Laws: Expanding the 

Spectrum of Determinants for Electoral Reform". West European Politics, 34:3, 514-530, DOI: 

10.1080/01402382.2011.55598. 

http://ejournals.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/ekke/issue/view/555
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Galligan, Yvonne, Clavero, Sara and Calloni, Marina (2007). Gender Politics and Democracy in Post-Socialist 

Europe. Opladen/Farmington Hill: Barbara Budrich Publishers, ch. 2, 5.  

Krook, Mona Lena (2009). "Beyond Supply and Demand: a Feminist-Institutionalist Theory of Candidate 

Selection". Political Research Quarterly 63(4): 707-720.  

Paxton, Pamela and Hughes, Melanie (2016). Women, Politics and Power. A Global Perspective. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage.   

Wängnerud, Lena (2009). "Women in Parliaments: Descriptive and Substantive Representation". Annual Review 

of Political Science 12: 51-69.   

 

 

Fr 28 Oct 

Collective contestations of power: social movements 

 

Mandatory readings:  

(12) Beckwith, Karen (2000). "Beyond Compare? Women’s Movements in 

Comparative Perspective". European Journal of Political Research 37: 431–468. 

(13) Chetaille, Agnès (2011). "Sovereignty and Sexuality in Post-Soviet Times", in 

Tremblay, Manon, Paternotte, David and Johnson, Carol (eds.), The Lesbian and 

Gay Movement and the State. Comparative Insights into a Transformed 

Relationship, Farnham, Ashgate, pp. 119-134.  

 
Additional readings: 

Ayoub, Philipp M. and Paternotte, David (eds) (2014). LGBT Activism and the Making of Europe. A Rainbow 

Europe?. Houndmills: Macmillan.  

Tremblay, Manon, Paternotte, David and Johnson, Carol (eds.),  The Lesbian and Gay Movement and the State. 

Comparative Insights into a Transformed Relationship, Farnham, Ashgate 

 

 

Week 7 

 

Wed 2 and Fr 4 Nov. – no class meetings. 

 

!!! Friday 4th  Nov 00:00 – deadline for submission of proposals for the group work (1 p.)  

 

 

 

 

Part II 
The contents of the sessions in this second part will be adjusted in due course (and in consultation with the 

students) depending on the topics and needs of the group work.   

 

Week 8 

 

Wed 9 Nov. 

Academic constructions of gender  

 

(14) Brettschneider, Maria (2011). "Heterosexual Political Science". PS January 

2011, pp. 23-26.  

(15) Hawkesworth, Mary (2005). "Engendering Political Science: an Immodest 

Proposal". Politics&Gender 1(1): 141-156 

 

Suggested readings 
Htun, Mala (2005). "What It Means to Study Gender and the State". Politics&Gender 1(1): 157-166. 
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Rollins, Joe (2011). "Political Science, Political Sex". PS: Political Science & Politics, 44, pp 27-30. 

doi:10.1017/S1049096510001800 

Childs, Sarah and Krook, Mona Lena (2006). "Gender and Politics: The State of the Art". Politics 26: 18–28. 

Krook, Mona Lena and Childs, Sarah (2010). Women, Gender and Politics: A Reader.  Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  

Waylen, Georgina et al. (eds). The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 

 

Fr 11 Nov. 

Group work 

 

Week 9 

Wed 16 Nov. 

Reflexivity in feminist and gender research 

 

(16) Ackerly, Brooke and True, Jacqui (2008).  "Reflexivity in Practice: Power and 

Ethics in Feminist Research on International Relations" International Studies 

Review 2008 10: 693-707.   
 

Suggested readings 

Ryan-Flood, Róisin and Gill, Rosalind (eds) (2010). Secrecy and silence in the research process: feminist 

reflections. Abingdon, Oxon ; New York, NY : Routledge.  

Skinner, Tina; Hester, Marianne and Malos, Ellen (eds) (2005). Researching Gender Violence. Feminist 

Methodology in Action. Cullompton and New York: Willan Publishing.  

 

Fr 18 Nov. 

!! Friday 18th Nov 12:00pm (noon). Deadline for submission of 2 individual short essays (2 

pages/800 words each).  

 

Group work 

 

Week 10 

Wed 23 Nov 

Group work 

 

Fr 25 Nov. 

Group work (and/or guest talk) 

 

Week 11 

Wed 30 Nov. 

Final presentations (1) 

 

Fr 2 Dec 

Final presentations (2) 

Week 12 

 

Wed 7 Dec. 

Final presentations (3)  

 

!!! 8th Dec. 12:00pm - Deadline for submission of the final group paper (in print and by 

upload to e-learning).  

End of the course 


